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1. Study Period, Time Limits and Credits

1.1. Study Period and Time Limits

Award Study Period (years)
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Award (Level) Number of Credits Studied

(Minimum number of credits at the highest level)

Total Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Level 7
HE Certificate (Level 4) 120 120 (90)
HE Diploma (Level 5) 240 120 120 (90)
HNC (Level 4) 150 75! 75 (30)
HND (Level 5) 240 120 120 (90)
Foundation Degree (Level 5) 240 120 120 (90)
Bacheloris Degree (Ordinary) 360 120 120 120 (60)
(Level 6)
Bacheloris Degree (Honours) 360 120 120 120 (90)
(Level 6)
Extended Undergraduate 480 120 120 120 120 (120)
Degrees (Level 7)
Graduate Certificate (Level 6) 60 60 (40)
Graduate Diploma (Level 6) 120 120 (90)
Postgraduate Certificate 60 60 (50)
Postgraduate Diploma 120 120 (100)
Masteris Degree 180 180

(150%)

1 The HNC must have at least 65 credits at Level 4.
2 For the MRes 160 credits must be at Level 7.

Additional information:

Credits and levels
Each single credit has 10 notional learning hours.
The number of credits at the highest level (as described in the table) can only be changed when a programme is validated.
Foundation Degrees must include at least 20 crediits of work-based learning.
In PGT programmes and at Level 5 of Undergraduate Degrees, students can study 20 credits of elective moadules. Elective
modules can only be used if approved at validation.
In PGT programmes, modules must be at Level 6 or level 7.
Because the overall pass mark for PGT programmes is 50%, students should aim to achieve a mark of at least 50% in
modules below level 7 (i.e. even though the marking criteria for the modules will be based on a pass mark of 40%).

Research Project
The Research Project, which must be a Core module, can be based on several elements of thematically-linked assessment in
(a) a single Research Project module or (b) separately coded multiple modules.

EXxit points
Certificates and Diplomas awarded as exit points must have the same number of credits as Certificate and Djploma
programme
Intermediate exit points must be named for each programme at validation. The exit points must have the same titles as the
final award unless alternative names are approved at validation.
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1.5. Credit Transfer and Prior Learning
Previous study or experience can count towards the credits needed for a programme. Schools can accept:

Results from previous study (Credit Transfer).
Prior learning (Recognition of Prior Learning
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Additional information:

Definitions

Credits

RPL is defined in Section 10.

Transferred Credit must be less than 10 years old. Other time limits can be applied by the University and/or professional
bodies.

Students must complete the correct number of credits as described in Section 1.3

Credits cannot be transferred from a programme (e.g. undergraduate degree) that a student has already completed unless a
specific admissions or progression route has been approved at validation, for example, to allow entry onto a professionally
accredited programme after completing a similar non-accredited programme.

Marks and classifying awards

A pass mark should be recorded on the transcript for transferred credit or RPL.

Transferred credit should not be used to calculate the overall average mark unless under the terms of the agreement
between the University and a collaborative partner institution (including Articulation Agreements)

The Board of Examiners can decide whether transferred credit or RPL is of merit or distinction standard. This may be useful if
a studentis overall average mark is borderline and additional evidence is needed before raising the degree class.
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2. Responsibilities

2.1.

10
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3. Passing Levels

Students have to pass each level of a programme before moving to the next level. For example:

Passing Level 4 (first year of UG) before starting Level 5 (second year of UG).
Passing Level 6 before starting Level 7 of an extended undergraduate programme.

To pass each level a student must have:

An overall average mark of at least a pass”.

A pass” mark in all core modules.

Pass* marks in modules worth at least 80 credits.

No mark in any modules (including elective modules) below 30% at Level 4-6.

* The Pass Mark at Level 4-6 is 40%

Additional information:

Extended Undergraduate programmes
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4. Calculation and Classification of Final Results

Stage A. Calculate overall percentage mark
For HE Certificate
Overall % = L4
For HE Diploma and Foundation Degree
Overall % = [La+ (Ls x 2)] / 3
For Bacheloris Degree (Honours)
Overall % = [Ls+ (Le x 2)] / 3
For Extended Undergraduate Degree
Overall % = (0.4 x Ls) + (0.6 x L7)

If approved at validation, the results of level 5 modules may be included in the calculation of the overall
mark for extended undergraduate degrees as:

Overall % = [Ls + (2 x L) + (3 x L7)]/6.
For Graduate Certificate and Graduate Diploma
Overall % = Le
For Postgraduate Certificate and Postgraduate Diploma
Overall % = L7
For Masteris Degree and MRes
For students who began their studies before 1 September 2017
Masteris Degree (except MRes)
Overall % = (L7-1+ L7re) / 2
MRes
Overall % = [L7-t + (L7rp x 2)] / 3
For students who began their studies after 1 September 2017
Masteris Degree and MRes
Overall % = L7
Where:
L4 is the mean mark across Level 4 modules
Ls is the mean mark across Level 5 modules
Le is the mean mark across level 6 modules
L7 is the mean mark across level 7 modules

L7 is the mean mark across taught modules in PGT programme
L7-re is the mark for a PGT Research Project

12
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Additional information:

Exit awards
The procedures in Sections A-E of this section also apply to exit awards.
The overall % mark for the Postgraduate Certificate and Postgraduate Diploma (L7 ) can include the Research Project.

HNC, HND and Bacheloris Degree (Ordinary)
The overall percentage mark is not calculated - the criteria for the awards do not include the overall percentage mark.

Calculating La, Ls, Le L7 and L7.r
The mean marks must be based on welghted module marks (i.e. the number of credits in each module must be taken into

account)
When students transfer credits (See Section 1.5), the components of the overall percentage mark (L4, Ls, Ls, L7 and L7.7) must

be based on modules completed at the University.

If a programme contains more than 120 credits at Level 6, Le must be based on all Level 6 modules

Ls, Le, L7 and L7.r can include modules at a lower level subject to the constraints in Section 1.3.

If internal examiners or External Examiners aajust marks for all students on a moadule, this should be completed before

calculating the overall percentage mark.

Changes to the formulae
Marks for elective modules must not be included in the calculations.
The Chair of the Senate Regulations and Special Cases Committee can approve changes to the number of modules included in
the calculation of the overall percentage mark if there are professional and/or statutory requirements.

Stage B. Round the Overall Percentage Mark

The overall percentage mark must be rounded to the nearest integer. Boards of Examiners must round marks as
follows:

13
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Stage C. Determine overall eligibility

To be eligible for any award, a student must have:
Pursued credits as specified in Section 1.3
Passed all Core modules (Pass Mark at Level 4-6 is 40% and the Pass Mark at Level 7 is 50%0)
Fulfilled any other conditions defined at validation.

And for HE Certificate
Achieved an overall average of at least 40%
Passed at least 80 credits at Level 4

And for HE Diploma
Achieved an overall average of at least 40%
Passed at least 80 credits at Level 5

And for Foundation Degree
Achieved an overall average of at least 40%

For students who began their studies before 1 September 2015
Passed at least 80 credits at Level 5

For students who began their studies after 1 September 2015
Passed at least 100 credits at Level 5

And for Bacheloris Degree (Ordinary)
A Passed at least 60 credits at Level 6

And for Bachelorts Degree (Honours)
Achieved an overall average of at least 40%

For students who began their studies before 1 September 2015
Passed at least 80 credits at Level 6

For students who began their studies after 1 September 2015
Passed at least 100 credits at Level 6

And for Extended Undergraduate Degree
Achieved an overall average of at least 50%

For students who began their studies before 1 September 2015
Passed at least 80 credits at Level 7

For students who began their studies after 1 September 2015
Passed at least 100 credits at Level 7

14
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And for Graduate Certificate
Achieved an overall average of at least 40%

For students who began their studies before 1 September 2015
Passed at least 40 credits at Level 6

For students who began their studies after 1 September 2015
Passed at least 50 credits at Level 6

And for Graduate Diploma
Achieved an overall average of at least 40%

For students who began their studies before 1 September 2015
Passed at least 80 credits at Level 6

For students who began their studies after 1 September 2015
Passed at least 100 credits at Level 6

And for Postgraduate Certificate
Achieved an overall average of at least 50%
Passed at least 40 credits at Level 7

And for Postgraduate Diploma
Achieved an overall average of at least 50%
Passed at least 80 credits at Level 7

And for Masterts Degree (except MRes)
Achieved an overall average of at least 50%
Passed at least 80 credits across taught modules

And for MRes
Achieved an overall average of at least 50%
Passed at least 40 credits across taught modules

Additional information:

For some programmes, e.q. those leading to professional accreditation, students have to complete all learning outcomes.
For the HNC and HND, all modules are core and students must pass all modules.

15
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Stage D. Determine Class
For Bachelorts Degree (Ordinary):

A Pass is awarded if a student meets the criteria specified in Stage C. A Fail is awarded if a student does
not meet the criteria specified in Stage C.

For HE Certificate, HE

16
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Marks

Certificate or Postgraduate Diploma (if available for the Programme). Students can apply to complete the programme as
described in Section 1.4.

A PGT Research Project must be resubmitted within twelve months from the date when the University informs the student
that the original submission failed.

After a resit or resubmission the highest mark must be used (e.g. if a student has a mark of 35% in a resit examination and
had a mark of 38% at the first attempt, the mark of 38% must be used).
Students should not be allowed to resit examinations or to resubmit coursework simply to improve a module mark or award
class. The exceptions are:
o] Where resits or resubmissions are allowed in order to achieve a pass mark required by professional bodjes.
0  Where a student at Level 5 of an undergraduate programme has achieved the criteria to progress but has module
marks in the range 30-39% and wishes to attempt to raise these marks to 40%.

19
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Procedures for submitting work electronically must also:

Make sure that students can be identified by their University IDs.

Define the acceptable file formats (e.g. PDF, Word, Excel, PowerPoint).

Allow the use of plagiarism-checking software (except when the form of assessment, e.g.
mathematical proof, does not allow).

The procedures for submitting applications for extensions, acceptable reasons for submitting work late, and
unacceptable reasons for failing to submit work on time are described in Section 8.

Work submitted up to one week after the deadline must be marked but the mark must be capped at the pass
mark (40% at Level 4-6 and 50% at Level 7). If there are good reasons (e.g. the requirements of professional
bodies), a mark of 0% can be given for work submitted within one week of the deadline. A mark of 0% must be
given for any work submitted 1 week after the deadline. These percentage capped marks must be used for all
work whether the work was originally marked on a categorical or a numerical scale. All unmarked work must
be retained for Boards of Examiners.

Students can submit a Masteris Research Project, at the earliest, 3 months before the end of the period of
study. Applications to submit a Research Project sooner than 3 months before the end of the period of study
must be approved by the Academic Registry. Research Projects must be bound (soft bound is acceptable). Two
copies of the Research Project, and an electronic version must be submitted. Students must not change a
Research Project after it has been submitted; a Board of Examiners can ask a student to make minor
corrections to a Research Project which has been passed and can delay confirmation of the overall result until
the corrections have been completed.

Additional information:
Guidance on submitting a Masteris Research project is in Appendix 1 but schools can provide alternative guidance to conform
to discipline-specific conventions or requirements.
Schools must also provide alternative guidance if a Research Project is based on separately coded multiple modules (See
Section 1.3).

6.4. Keeping Assessed Work

Examination answer books and all other assessed work must be kept for at least 12 months after the final
Board of Examiners for each programme. If work cannot be kept (e.g. laboratory work books or portfolios),
marks and comments must be recorded and kept.

Examples of assessed work for all modules must be kept for reference, representing a range of award classes.
These must be kept for at least 3 years after the final Board of Examiners for each programme.

21
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6.5.

22
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7. Marking and Feedback

7.1. Marking Scales

Assessment can include examinations, class tests and coursework (essay, laboratory, report, project etc.). Work

must be marked using a categorical scale:

First Class

Distinction

23
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7.2. Guidelines on Categorical Marking

A mark must be chosen from the available categories (Section 7.1) without first thinking of a percentage mark.
It might help markers to think which degree class would be appropriate for the work and to grade within that
class. For example, work of upper second class standard, approaching the standards needed for first class
would be given a B+ mark.

Schools must not use systems where markers award percentage marks that are converted to the categorical
scale as an administrative function. This process would eliminate the potential benefits of categorical marking
and creates an unnecessary step with its own risks of conversion and transcription errors.

Schools must have procedures to make sure that any calculations involving categorical marks are consistent and
accurate. Schools must not use procedures that attempt to derive an average categorical mark by purely
subjective means. There are cases where the average is obvious. For example, in an examination paper with
three equally weighted questions. If the marks for the three questions are A+, A and A-, the average will be A.
However, beyond the simplest examples, it is not possible to reliably and consistently determine the average
categorical mark by a subjective or intuitive method. Guidance on calculations involving categorical marks are in
Appendix 6.

7.3. Marking Coursework that Exceeds Word Limits

Module Organisers can accept and mark work if the word count is about 10% higher than expected. Students
must be informed, for any coursework, if this 10% rule will not be applied. Students must be informed about the
consequences of exceeding word limits. The penalties are:

Give a mark that takes into account the marking criteria and the extent to which the word limit has
been exceeded.
Ignore any content above the word limit, e.g. not marking any work after page 4.

7.4. Verification of Marks
The purpose of verification is to:

Check that examinations and coursework have been marked in line with the assessment brief and
the marking criteria.

Make sure that marking is fair and consistent.

Make sure that there are similar standards across modules.

Schools are expected to verify modules every time a module is delivered. Schools must:

Have procedures to decide which assessments in a module have to be verified.

Have procedures to verify marks for assessments that do not involve written assessment, e.g. oral
presentations or performances.

Specify where sampling is not allowed and all work must be verified.

Have procedures to deal with major differences between markers and Verifiers.

Provide students with details of the verification procedures.

24
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For each module, Schools must choose one of the following options:

Ratification The Verifier must confirm that marks have been allocated as
defined in the assessment brief and that appropriate feedback has
been given. Unless the class size is small, the ratification is based
on a sample of assessments.

Examples of when it might be used:
When the module mark does not count towards an Award.
When the assessment is worth a small proportion of the module
marks.
When the assessment can be marked with little subjective
Judgement (e.g. multiple choice test).

Moderation The Verifier must confirm that marks have been allocated as
defined in the assessment brief, that appropriate feedback has
been given, and that the marks are appropriate. Unless the class
size is small, the moderation is based on a sample of assessments.

Examples of when it might be used:
When the module mark does not count towards an Award.

When there is little scope for students to vary the way in which

25
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When Verifiers sample work, the sample size must be:

Number of Students Sample Size
Upto5 all (100%)
5-10 50%

11-50 25%

51-200 10%

Over 200 20 assessments

Work can be sampled at random, but it is recommended that the sample includes work that has failed and work
from across the range of marks.

If the Verifier marks a sample of work, and the Verifier is content with the first mark, then the first mark must be
entered into the studentsb records. If the Verifier marks all assessments then the first marker and Verifier must
provide an agreed mark. Schools must have procedures to deal with differences between the first mark and
Verifier mark. The procedures must state when:

A discussion between the marker and Verifier should resolve differences.

An agreed mark must be submitted. The agreed mark can either be for an individual student or can
be based on an adjustment for the whole cohort. The mark of an individual student must only be
adjusted if the marker and Verifier agree on an individual case and if the marker has verified all the
work (i.e. not a sample of work). It is appropriate to adjust the mark for the whole cohort if there is
a consistent difference between the first marker and Verifier

26
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7.5. Feedback to Students on Coursework and Examinations
The purpose of assessment is to:

Show that students have achieved learning outcomes.
Relate student achievement to UK national standards and qualifications frameworks.

27
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When reporting special circumstances, students must provide a list of all of the modules that theyive taken
during the Semester or Year, and the assignments linked to them. Students must indicate the examinations
and/or coursework affected by the special circumstances.

Schools must arrange assessment(s) for students who miss a deadline or examination because of special
circumstances (See Section 5). Schools must provide students with an opportunity to complete assessed work
within a module. The assessment can be the same as the original or can be an alternative assessment.

If it is not possible to arrange the assessment before the meeting of the Board of Examiners, the Board of
Examiners must make sure that the special circumstances

30
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Special Circumstances

Code Recommendation to Typically used when one or more of the
Board of Examiners following apply:
SC-05 Defer decision until further Further details/confirmation of the ECs have been

details are available

requested

A decision can be made at another Board of
Examiners (e.g. deferral from a Level 5 Board to a
Level 6 (final) Board of Examiners)

Example: Evidence provided by the student is
insufficient or the student is waiting for medical
confirmation of ECs.

Boards of Examiners must not change studentsi marks achieved in earlier years and previously confirmed by a
Board of Examiners unless, for defined reasons, students have been informed that previously issued results are

provisional.

Additional information:

If EC-03 Is chosen the replacement mark should be based on assignments within a module, rather than across all modules.
Replacement marks can be based on all other assignments completed in a module (i.e. the mean mark across examinations
and coursework in a module) or may be based on a sub-set of assignments (e.g. the mean mark of other laboratory reports).
Schools must consider whether it may preferable to allow late submission and/or later examination first-sit for students in the
final year of a programme, even If this delays their graduation

If EC-05 is chosen, students should be given a deadline for providing the additional information. The Board of Examiners
should agree and record the outcome that can be approved by the Chair If satisfactory additional information is provided.
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9. Board of Examiners

The Universityis regulations for Boards of Studies are available on the Academic Registry website. The Board of
Studies is responsible, acting as a Board of Examiners, for approving marks and final awards.

Boards of Examiners have discretion when classifying awards for individual students. Boards of Examiners must
interpret the regulations for the programme using this document and experience of good practice in higher
education. The academic judgements made by Boards of Examiners cannot be questioned or overturned. The
Board of Examiners must:

Make sure that any procedures/decisions are consistent with these regulations.
Make sure that it has taken account of studentsi special circumstances.

Confirm the module marks and overall marks for each student.

Decide whether students are eligible for re-assessment if a module has been failed.
Confirm the classification of awards.

Boards of Studies must act as the Board of Examiners for all programmes leading to an award. Student members
of the Board of Studies must not attend the Board of Examiners. The Board of Examiners must include:

Head of School (or nominee) as Chair

Academic staff in the School(s) who have been involved in delivering the programme(s)

External Examiner(s)
The Head of School must appoint one member of staff to act as the Secretary of the Board of Examiners. The
School can also invite external contributors to the programme (e.g. Honorary members of staff) to attend the
Board of Examiners.

Minutes should be taken at each Board of Examiners to:

Record relevant discussion and decisions.
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10. Terms

Recognition of Prior
Learning (RPL)

Achievement Criteria
(Assessment Criteria)

Assessment

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) includes the recognition of prior learning (RPL),
recognition of prior certificated learning (RPCL), recognition of prior experiential
learning (RPEL), recognition of prior certificated and/or experiential learning
(RP[E/C]L) and the recognition of prior learning and achievement (RPL&A). RPL
does not include credit transfer and accumulation (CAT).

Descriptions of what a student is expected to achieve in order to demonstrate that
a Learning Outcome has been met.
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Level 6

Level 7

Level of Credit

Module
Optional Module

QOutcomes

Programme

Programme Specification
Qualification

Registration

Research Project

Scheme of Study

School

Terms

Achievement at Level 6 reflects the ability to critically review, consolidate and
extend a systematic and coherent body of knowledge, utilising specialised skills
across an area of study; critically evaluate concepts and evidence from a range of
sources; transfer and apply diagnostic and creative skills and exercise significant
judgement in a range of situations; and accept accountability for determining and
achieving personal and/or group outcomes.!

Achievement at Level 7 reflects the ability display mastery of a complex and
specialised area of knowledge and skills, employing advanced skills to conduct
research, or advanced technical or professional activity, accepting accountability for
related decision making, including use of supervision.*

Threshold standard of achievement within a hierarchy of levels. Levels of Credit
and Qualifications are as defined by the Framework for Higher Education
Quialifications (2nd Edition, 2008) (FHEQ) and the Credit and Qualifications
Framework for Wales!

Discrete and coherent block of learning that forms part of a Programme.

Module named in the Programme Specification and chosen from a suite of
modules.

See Learning Outcomes

Scheme of study validated by the University and having specified Core,
Compulsory, Optional and Elective Modules as defined in a Programme
Specification.

Validated description of a Programme presented in a defined format.
See Award

The process by which enrolled students become fregisteredi students for the
current academic session. Students must re-register for each academic year of
their studies.

In Masteris programmes, the term firesearch projecto describes a research-
orientated course component.

See Programme
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Research Project -Template Title Page

Assessing and ameliorating
the fragmentation of forest

in Snowdonia using GIS

A dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements
for the degree of Master of Science (MSc) in Conservation & Land Management
[Replace with title of Research Project]

Bangor University

By [Student Name in full]
BSc Forestry (2010, Bangor) [title, year and university of first degree]

School of Environment, Natural Resources and Geography [Replace with correct School]
Bangor University
Gwynedd, LL57 2UW, UK
www.bangor.ac.uk

Submitted in September, 2012. [Replace with correct month and year]
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Research Project - Template Declaration Page

DECLARATION
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Appendix 3. Marking Criteria

The marking criteria are intended as tbaselinel standards. If Schools develop their own marking criteria they should not make their expectations higher than those
conveyed by the table below. Schools must not amend the columns containing the Categorical Mark, the associated Degree classes and the General Overview.

The table provides general criteria. The criteria must be used in a way that reflects the links between the assessments, module learning outcomes, programme learning
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Categorical Degree Class
Mark Undergrad.
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Appendix 3

Categorical
Mark

E+

Degree Class
Undergrad.

Compensatable Fail

Degree Class
Master’s Degree

Fail

General overview
Within
Degree Class

Good within the Class

42

Primary Marking Criteria

Insufficient to fulfil the associated learning
outcomes

Deficiencies in knowledge even of key
areas/principles

No evidence of understanding, even of main
areas

Very limited evidence of background study
Answer relies on tangential material and lacks a
coherent structure

No arguments presented

Many factual/computational errors

No original interpretation

No links between topics are described

No attempt to solve problems

The presentation is weak containing many
inaccuracies

Secondary Marking Criteria

Exceeds expectations for most primary criteria
Very limited factual knowledge with many
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Appendix 4. Generic Module Achievement Criteria

The module achievement criteria provide students with guidance on what they must achieve in order to meet
the requirements for particular grades and to meet the learning outcomes. These criteria can be included in
student handbooks and/or module guides. The module achievement criteria are intended as generic tbaselinej
standards. Schools are encouraged to adapt the criteria to link them as closely as possible to particular
assessments. For example, for an assessment based on a field visit, these generic standards may be less helpful
to a student than criteria written specifically for the assessment. The criteria must also be used carefully in
relation to the level of study. For example, knowledge and understanding have to be judged at the appropriate
level. A student at Level 4 (year 1) might be required to display evidence of knowledge which is excellent, but
the same evidence might not be judged to be excellent for a student at Level 5 (year 2). Similarly, a student at
Level 4 may display originality by using ideas that are presented and considered at a higher Level. Conversely,
to demonstrate originality at level 7, a student would have to present largely original ideas or ideas based on
recent publications that were not part of the taught component of a module.

To achieve Grade A the assessment must:
Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge and detailed understanding of the subject area.
Demonstrate extensive background study.
Be well structured and highly focussed.
Contain logically presented and defended arguments.
Be free of factual/computational errors.
Include significant elements of original interpretation.
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The assessment will be given Grade E-F if it does not fulfil the associated learning outcomes and contains:
Insufficient detail.
Deficiencies in knowledge even of key areas/principles.
No evidence of understanding, even of the main areas.
No evidence of background study.
Tangential material, lacking a coherent structure.
No arguments.
Many factual/computational errors.
No original interpretation.
No description of links between topics.
No attempt to solve problems.
A weak presentation with many inaccuracies.
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